
Social Studies: Important Symbols in the United States 
Date: October 6, 2021 

 

Grade: 1st  Subject: Social Studies 

Materials: Quarter, Penny, American Flag Worksheets Technology Needed: 
PowerPoint and SmartBoard 

Instructional Strategies: 

 Direct instruction 

 Guided practice 

 Socratic Seminar 

 Learning Centers 

 Lecture 

 Technology integration 

 Other (list) 
 

 

 Peer teaching/collaboration/ 
cooperative learning 

 Visuals/Graphic organizers 

 PBL 

 Discussion/Debate 

 Modeling 
 

 

Guided Practices and Concrete Application: 

 Large group activity 

 Independent activity 

 Pairing/collaboration 

 Simulations/Scenarios 

 Other (list) 
Explain: 
 
 

 

 Hands-on 

 Technology integration 

 Imitation/Repeat/Mimic 
 

Standard(s) 

C.K_2.4 Describe the core values represented by symbols 
of the United States. 
 
 

Differentiation 
Below Proficiency: 
Students will be able to define important symbols in the United 
States with help.  
Above Proficiency: 
Students will be able to explain in detail what the important 
symbols in the United States represent. 
Approaching/Emerging Proficiency:  
Students will be able to give more examples than just the six that 
we talked about.  
Modalities/Learning Preferences: 

• Visual: Powerpoint, Flashcards 

• Auditory: Direct Instruction 

• Kinesthetic: Being able to give me hand signals to 
demonstrate their understanding. 

• Tactile: Coloring a picture, feeling the coins, and filling 
in the Pledge of Allegience.  

 

Objective(s) 
By the end of the lesson, students will identify important symbols and 
explain their meaning.  
 
Bloom’s Taxonomy Cognitive Level: 
Knowledge 

Classroom Management- (grouping(s), movement/transitions, etc.) 
 

• Countdowns: 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1. Okay now you are quiet with 
your hands in your lap ready to listen to the teacher 

Movement/Transitions: 

• To carpet: Students please come take your spot at the 
carpet, and sit criss cross applesauce with your hands in 
your lap 

• From carpet: You may walk very quietly back to your table, 
please be as quiet as a mouse and sit very quietly for more 
instructions. 

Behavior Expectations- (systems, strategies, procedures specific to 
the lesson, rules and expectations, etc.) 
 
Solheim Cougars Code 

• Respectful 

• Responsible 

• Safe 

• Kind 
           
 

Minutes                                                                         Procedures 

1 Set-up/Prep:  
Have the anchor chart that we are going to make about symbols ready. Have PowerPoint ready to be projected onto the board.  

3 Engage: (opening activity/ anticipatory Set – access prior learning / stimulate interest /generate questions, etc.) 
First graders, I’m going to have you guys come on down to the carpet. I know you guys haven’t done a whole lot of work with social 
studies yet this year, but that’s what we’re going to work on today. When we learn about social studies, we’re learning about 
history, the government, our country, and even just our town. It covers a big (make a motion with my arms to demonstrate big) 
range of things!  
 
Today in social studies, we are going to talk about symbols. Can anyone tell me what a symbol is? 
 
I will call on students and see if any of them know what a symbol is. 
 
A symbol represents a concept or idea.  
 
If you guys see a heart, what do you think of? Raise your hand if you think you have an answer of what it makes you think of! 
 
Most of you said it makes you think of love, so that means that a heart is a symbol of love! 
 
Today, we are going to talk about symbols that represent things in the United States! 
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15 Explain: (concepts, procedures, vocabulary, etc.) 
 
-Display the first slide- 
 
Our first symbol today that we’re going to talk about is the Flag! I know you’ve all seen one before because we have one in our 
classroom!  
 
I want you to turn and talk with someone next to you in a quiet voice and tell them what you know about the American Flag. 

• Give them between 30-45 seconds to talk with each other. 
 
Okay first graders, now I want you to turn your attention back up to me and the board! 
 
The United States flag is also sometimes referred to as the American flag! The flag has 13 red and white stripes on it!  
 
Can you guys count the stripes with me?  
 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
 
Those thirteen stripes represent the first thirteen states. When the United States was first created, there was only 13 states! 
 
Now we have 50! 
 
That’s why there is 50 stars on this flag! They represent all 50 states that we have! The flag is displayed all over our nation in many 
public places! 
 
Who can help me come up with a list of places where they’ve seen the flag displayed? 
 
-Make sure we cover schools, libraries, and courthouses. - 
 
-Display the Statues of Liberty slide- 
 
This is the Statue of Liberty! Have any of you ever seen it in real life? If you have, I want you to raise your hand super high! 
 
Okay, hands down! 
 
I want you to turn and talk with someone next to you in a quiet voice and tell them what you know about the Statue of Liberty. 

• Give them between 30-45 seconds to talk with each other. 
 
Okay first graders, now I want you to turn your attention back up to me and the board! 
 
 
The Statue of Liberty was a gift to the United States from France and it is supposed to represent our freedom. She is supposed to be 
a Roman Goddess that is holding a torch. Written somewhere on the Statue of Liberty is the date July 4, 1776. Does anyone have 
any ideas why that date is important?  
 
That date is the day that the United States became their very own country! That’s why we celebrate the Fourth of July every year! 
 
The statue of liberty is made of copper, which might make you wonder why she’s green. She turned green from being outside and 
right next to the ocean for so long, it made the copper turn green! 
 
Our next symbol that we’re going to learn about today is the bald eagle! If you’ve ever seen a bald eagle before I want you to show 
me two fingers! -Hold up two fingers so I’m modeling for them what I want them to do- 
 
-Call on one student who has two fingers in the air and ask them if they saw the bald eagle in the zoo or in the wild- 
 
That’s so cool (insert students name!) It’s not very often that we get to see bald eagles. It’s kind of a rare sighting.  
 
Yes, I know SO many of you have probably seen a bald eagle in the zoo so I want you to turn and talk to your neighbor about when 
you saw them and anything else you know about them! 

• Give them between 30-45 seconds to talk with each other. 
 
Okay first graders, now I want you to turn your attention back up to me and the board! 
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The bald eagle is the national bird for the entire United States. It’s kind of a big deal. The bald eagle was chosen as the bird because 
it represents strength, a long life, and freedom. You can find the bald eagle on coins and on dollar bills! 
 
I brought in some coins for us to see so that we can see the eagle on the back of the coin! 
 
Our fourth symbol we have is the Liberty Bell! Has anyone ever heard of the Liberty Bell? Give me a thumbs up if you have and a 
thumbs down if you haven’t.  
 
I want you to turn and talk with someone next to you in a quiet voice and tell them what you know about the Liberty Bell. 

• Give them between 30-45 seconds to talk with each other. 
 
Okay first graders, now I want you to turn your attention back up to me and the board! 
 
The Liberty Bell is in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Way on the other side of the United States from where we live. The Liberty Bell is a 
symbol of freedom. It symbolizes an end to slavery in the United States. The Liberty Bell hasn’t been rang in a very long time 
because one of the first times it was rang, it cracked, so it’s no longer usable anymore and now it is just on display for us to be able 
to go see! 
 
Our next symbol we’re going to talk about today is the Lincoln Memorial. 
 
If you know anything about the Lincoln Memorial, I want you to turn and talk with someone next to you in a quiet voice and tell 
them what you know. 

• Give them between 30-45 seconds to talk with each other. 
 
Okay first graders, now I want you to turn your attention back up to me and the board! 
 
 
 It is made to honor Abraham Lincoln. He was the 16th President of the United States. The memorial is located in Washington, D.C. 
Washington, D.C. is the capital of the United States! If you look on the back of a penny or a five dollar bill, you will see the Lincoln 
Memorial. 
 
I brought in a penny for us to look at so we can see the Lincoln Memorial. We are going to pass the coin around and we are going to 
be respectful and make sure every one gets a chance to look at it.  
 
Our last symbol we are going to look at today is Mount Rushmore! Here’s a picture of me at Mount Rushmore! How many of you 
have been to Mount Rushmore? Raise your hands! 
 
First graders, I want you to turn and tell your neighbor about your time at Mount Rushmore if you’ve been or what you know about 
it.  

• Give them 45 seconds to a minute to talk. (Since this one is closer to home, they may have more to say about it, so give 
them a little bit longer to talk.) 

 
Okay first graders, let’s bring our attention back up to the board and to me! 
 
It is located in the Black Hills of South Dakota and has the faces of four presidents on it. The presidents are George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Theordore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln. It took 14 years to finish creating Mount Rushmore. The faces are 60 
feet tall.  
 
 

9 Explore: (independent, concreate practice/application with relevant learning task -connections from content to real-life 
experiences, reflective questions- probing or clarifying questions)  
 
First graders, we are going to review our six symbols we learned today now! 
 
Put up slide of the American flag. If you think you know it, on 3, tell me in a voice level 1! 
 
Great job first graders, you are so smart.  
 
-Statue of Liberty- 
 
What about this one? Do you guys know this one? If you remember, on 3, tell me in a level 1! 
 
-Bald Eagle- 
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Do we remember this one? If you remember, on 3, tell me in a level 1! 
 
-Liberty Bell- 
 
What about this one? If you remember, on 3, tell me in a level 1! 
 
-Lincoln Memorial- 
 
This one we looked at quarters for! If you remember, on 3, tell me in a level 1! 
 
-Mount Rushmore- 
 
This is the one that is closest to us! If you remember, on 3, tell me in a level 1! 
 
Now first graders, I want you to quietly go back to your desks and get out a pencil and we are going to do an activity together.  
 
We are going to color this American Flag and answer three questions about the flag! The questions are just asking you what what 
the stars and stripes represent and how many of each there are! Remember, the flag is red white and blue! I will keep the flag up 
on the screen up here so you guys can look at if you forget!  Don’t forget to put your name on your flag! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Review (wrap up and transition to next activity): 
First graders, when you are all done with coloring your flag and answering the few questions on your sheet, I want you to turn it 
into the tray and then get ready for library media. Over the next few days, I want you to think about where you are seeing these 
symbols and we will share out if any of us have seen them during one of our next morning meetings.  
 
 

Formative Assessment: (linked to objectives, during learning) 

• Progress monitoring throughout lesson (how can you document 
your student’s learning?) 

I will document my students learning at the end of our instructional 
time during our review. 
 
I will document my students learning with the worksheet I give them 
about the American flag.    
 

Summative Assessment (linked back to objectives, END of learning) 
 
 

Reflection (What went well? What did the students learn? How do you know? What changes would you make?): 
 
This lesson was so fun! The students were very engaged and so excited to talk about each symbol that I put up on the board. The students 
learned what six of the symbols of the United States represented. (The American Flag, Lincoln Memorial, Mount Rushmore, Bald Eagle, Liberty 
Bell, and the Statue of Liberty) I know they learned these symbols because I was able to review with them at the end of the lesson and put up a 
quick slide of what each symbol was without the words on it and we did a shoutout of each symbol. We then did a coloring page/worksheet on 
the American Flag at the end of our lesson that asked what the stars and stripes represented on the flag, how many there were, and what colors 
the flag was. Another way I know that they learned these things is because in the days following my lesson, they were so excited to point out 
other places they saw the symbols we talked about during our lesson. If I were to teach this lesson again, I wouldn’t use the Pledge of Allegiance 
worksheet for them. A lot of the words that were on there were too big to expect first graders to be able to spell and write. I would also allow 
for them to turn and talk with their neighbor after I introduced each symbol and share what they know about the symbol. They were so excited 
to share after each symbol and I felt like I didn’t have enough time during my lesson to allow each student who wanted to share something to 
have the chance to share.  
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1. What do the stars and stripes represent on the flag? 

 

2. How many stars are on the flag? 

 

 

3. How many stripes are on the flag? 

 


